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When the Mutiny of the Bengal army began in May, 1857, there
were no European soldiers in Rajputana, except a few invalids recruit-
ing their health on Mount Abu. Naslrabad was garrisoned by sepoys
of the Company's forces \ and four local contingents, raised and com-
manded by British officers but mainly paid from the revenues of
certain States, were stationed at Deoli, Beawar, Erinpura, and Kher-
wara. The chiefs of Rajputana were called upon by the Governor-
General's Agent (General George Lawrence) to preserve peace within
their borders and collect their musters; and in June the troops of
Bharatpur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Alwar were co-operating in the field
with the endeavours of the British Government to maintain order in
British Districts and to disperse the mutineers. But these levies,
however useful as auxiliaries, were not strong enough to take the
offensive against the regular regiments of the mutineers. Moreover,
the interior condition of several of the States was critical: their terri-
tory, where it bordered upon the country which was the focus of the
Mutiny, was overrun with disbanded soldiers ; the fidelity of their own
mercenary troops was questionable, and their predatory and criminal
tribes soon began to harass the country-side. In this same month
(May, 1857) the artillery and infantry mutinied at Naslrabad; the
Kotah Contingent was summoned from Deoli to Agra, where it joined
the Nlmach mutineers in July; and the Jodhpur Legion at Erinpura
broke away in August. The Merwara Battalion and the Mewar Bhil
Corps, recruited for the most part from the indigenous tribes of Mers
and Brills respectively, were the only native troops in all Rajputana
who stood by their British officers. In the important centre of Ajmer,
General Lawrence maintained authority with the aid of a detachment
of European troops from Deesa, of the Merwara Battalion, and of the
Jodhpur forces; but throughout the country at large, from the confines
of Agra to Sind and Gujarat, the States were left to their own re-
sources, and their conduct and attitude were generally very good. In
Jaipur tranquillity was preserved; the Blkaner chief continued to
render valuable assistance to British officers in the neighbouring
Districts of the Punjab, and the central States kept orderly rule. In
the western part of Jodhpur some trouble was caused by the rebellion
or contumacy of Thakurs, especially of the Thakur of Awa, who had
taken into his service a body of the mutinied Jodhpur Legion \ but the
ruling chief continued most loyal Towards the south, the territory of
Mewar was considerably disturbed by the confusion which followed
the mutinies at Nimach, by the continual incursions of rebel parties,
and by some political mismanagement; but, on the whole, this tract of
country remained comparatively quiet, and the Maharana hospitably
sheltered several European families that had been forced to flee from
Nlmach. The Haraoti chiefs of Kotah, Bundi, and Jhalawar kept